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edatorss letter

There's nothing quite like the prettiness
of cottage garden planting to tug at the
heart strings. But today’s gardeners want

we want our gardens to be attractive for
as many months as possible, draw in
wildlife, and preferably need little in the
way of primping and preening. On page 48 designer Jane
Brockbank brings this enduring style right up to date with her
ten favourite cottage garden plants. We also have some stunning
gardens this issue: Jinny Blom's design for Temple Guiting
Manor in the Cotswolds (page 40), artist John Hubbard's
private garden in Dorset (page 54), and the nature-inspired
planting at landscape architect James van Sweden's home in
Maryland (page 761, In addition, specialist grower lan Christie
profiles the best blue poppies (page 66) and we visit Botanic
Nursery’s National Collection of foxgloves (page 34). Alongside
a host of other top-notch growers, Botanic Nursery will be
exhibiting at the Cottesbrooke Plant Finders Fair on 25-27 June.
I've long admired the European plant fairs, such as Courson,
Saint-Jean de Beauregard, Bingerden and Beervelde, and am
d-_'llgh:ed o say that Cotteshrooke (run in association with
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED) has the same quality, style and flair.

As designer Cleve West puts it: “resistance is futile”.

| couldn’t agree more and hope to see QAV\,W

vou there. For details turn to page 10,
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In brief =
WHAT Private formal garden surrounding

a Grade |, sarly IE’rh-cEnhl)‘Ihwu -
WHERE Temple Guiting. Gloucestershire.
SOIL Hungry, fast-draining Cotawold brash.
CLIMATE 250m up in the Cotswolds, bt

In & relativedy sheltored valley and with
meany internal walls affering protection.
SIZE Roughly 14 acres. divided into 12
different areas,

SPECIAL FEATURES Major new garden

bry swnrd-winning destgner Jinny Blom
GARDEM PLAN See page 47,
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Cotswold garden

»f‘;olden touch

L 5% epdinny Blom's luxuriant planting lends this
garden a richly romantic atmosphere
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-.':|'||.1|r Laniing lies b thee middle of the Cotewald halls,
wwhich roll from Westonbirt in the soath all the way up to
Hidcote in the north, From the high ground there are long,
clean views over drystone walls and ploaghed fields, [n the vallieys,
beech replaces thorn and Rashes of sun highlight streams winding
through patches of marsh marigodds and musd
I e o these valleys your'll find The Manor, where for ecight
vears garden designer Jiney Blom has been oneating a new setting for
the house, now owned by entrepreseur Steven Colling. There was
liztle warth keeping from the property’s previous life 25 a [kama
fazmm, w0 Jinny had what she maost likes 1o work on - a blank cinvas
The lsouse steell i set quite tghtly into the somhessters commer
of bs Lanel, 0 Jinemy |1|..|||||:-:1| a new garden 1o the west where broad,
FENETOUS Berracds [aoe th r.||'r-q|'. .-"m'.hl.'!.',.lrL‘h-u. has .".|'i|'|.'..l.|J [RiLTE}
riw iirens, araund granary and barm, the spine of the whole design
has becomse the € ATy Walk, a I'"Tﬂ marTow strp running bt
old stone walls, superbly planied in the colowrs of fided velvet
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CC designer Jinty Bloan= = *
had what she most likes to -~ ~
work-on —a blank canvas?)

ourtins. The walk is punctaated by dipped drums of vew, which
stanal in bowdlers planded in soft, gaury blue-purples buterilies fir
over moumds 1:-I'Il.|'n_|.‘_r.|n|.'.lr.| Laevenaiurm " Ferren hansen, maiched with
Viodi "Belmont Blue' and crecping thymes. There ane grey-maunve
asters, tall erymgiums, explosions of alliums and {top star of all) the
Seclvirei “Matrona,, its dark, feshy leaves bolling over the gravel path,

I Fumve thee garden is full of roses. A big 'Gloine de Dijon” romps
ahout in a sheltered cormer of the courtyand iy fromt of the louse,
The Pemberton musks Tenclope’ and Prosperity’ (pink and
creamy white) fill the Granary Walk with scent; grev-leaved Hisa

i groves at the far end of the walk, Climbsng noses indisde

b bespres d Fleur Jauine’, whiome hlooms drft between pi:1!.' and
aprical anil a FI.'rIII-: bl codour — entiney |:i|.'_]|I for the handsome
stone wills agamst which they are traimed.

"|'l.'.1|:||.‘|rr||||:, alvady |.|.;|I-I:|'n'l'.:'r.1n.:|n"|.'p'.|lk there are I:'n'.|~l:.1|:iu|h
on cither side. A small door opens o a lennis court with dematis
and masses more mses thpown over its enclosing walls, Standing
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2HEHT The crimaon thestes of
Cirsium rividane Alropas payeum
will thtve in Tull sun and modst sod
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" Taht chimpd of b grass Calamapritias
w Beaifilliada Warl Faerater smd lofty =
flcwss pilops of Erermuns mblsiu S8
doméngte the Peacock Ganden.
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Jinny Blom’s top six plants
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Rosa ¥ odorafa "Martabilis

Froem summes B0 auturmn, bears

Taxus baccata
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Walk, a narrow strip
. between old stone walls 27
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CC Beyond, the land plunges
dramatically to the River Windrush,
before rising again through pasture 33

around ihe court, like expectant spectabon, are groups of oplared
|h.'|L|r-.. dnams, pll..,l.,li:”_.:;l., Fl:.'run':iu_il._ Ot o Bl oormer of yonir

ey, you hualf expect o see them monving around, gossiping tospet|ver,
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A fong vista ruins south from the tennis court door through the
terraced Levers of the main garden belonw, st the tall pleached
hombeams that surmound the cendral canal and ot betwen the
clipped cornerpieces of yew in the Block Ganden. *1 felt an imyportant
part ol m b was 1o stage the view oul of the garden,” explains Tamy,
"t akuo o shovwr it cliosen, 5o that it undokds penthy, a bit at a time”

At the top part of the Granary Walk, the borders loosen
anid open out. Plants grow directly ot of the gravel -
monkshoods, sgapanthus, masses of the dark bearded Iris
Dusky € ]1.|J|r:-'|i_:,|"r', bronze fennel, |'-n'mbin'1-,."|.r]l.u..| verfrcndiniiy
"Purple Rain} mounds of purple-leaved sage punctuated by
bigger mounds of viburnum and, surprisingly, currant bushes:

o ’
Saathies &l avtramilas s Sgulieg o

s rroning am ardicige Swedigh bamchy | m—m .

im o coerer of the Rose Gandel

black, white and red. 11's a relaxed, domestic pl

anting. in contras
to the more formal areas in the main part of the garden

Tor the keft s anather tempting doorway, This leads o the
Peacock Ganden, its swisling beds divided by wide, curving grass
paths (pictuned on page 43) The gt to this space & the low, sweeping
ssonie pood of the lnhay that doses off the western end of the gardern,
It creates a superh hackdrop for the planits, planted in huge drifis
dominated by sheaves of Calamoermng x aorfions "Karl Foerster.

The coloars: bene .1r|.'4E'1.'p.|:|uI safiratiedd '|'T|'..|I||rrr1|r|.-u|1u| i
“Thumnderdond, dark purple columbine, marson Crrums madiens,
wwytng curtains of Verbesna benariesais and, ot the end of the summer,
Dafedur "Chat Moar, In the back cormer, g fine old hawthorn leans oo
the space like a pensdoner who finds hirmsdf unecpectedly at & rove,
Turning neve, you drogp doswn from the Peacock Garden io the
Laowng Water, the canal that forms the centnepiece of the walled garden
{pactured on pages 40-41 ). Framing it on either side are lusclous

riibéwams of the blue friv Tane Phillips, with pale campanulss, whate




Cotswold garden
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E Jinmy saythe pagghe of toplarts,

amd wihite agapanthus. The palette i ool and calmy, the lines long

and straight, sopping only when they meet the house at the far end,
Above is an onchard, wheere espalicred apples share thir space ol

on the enclosing stone wall with white Clermaris "Huldine Below the Vi

v Garden plan

1 Houna
2 Long borders

I III
Sl ) o peached horntsams
canal ganden, dipped yow marks out the squans of the herb ganden ‘{ -." g . [r= 3 Canal [
and the Block Garden. Beyond, the land plunges dramatically to 4 o P 7, § : :::::;"
1|'u'_ Hi'-t'r'r"-'uu..imdhIs-u'!i'hrrriﬁinp.ﬂgqi:l through pasture o the p LT W, ya s P 8 Pascock Qarden
wilt ounbine of thees againa thee sk, F s { ) 'i T Grardey Walk
Thie Mamor a1 T|:|:I1|.1|l.' 1.;|JII:i|1l!; 14 & rerarkable p|.:||.|.'. 1,.l' { = 2 : Il"
Wow, thanks to linny Blom, it has the garden it deserves.o # . , :
ot il -

USEFUL INFORMATION

Uncler thee Mational Gardens Scheme for ane day
anly on Sunday 27 Juna, 2pm to Gpm. Admission £3.50,
The banor, Tomple Guiting. near Sicw-on
the-Wald, Gloucestershine GL54 5RP




