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editor’s letter

Having had the privilege of sitting on
the Chelsea Flower Show selection panel,
I've been eager to share my favourite
garden designs with you for months.
This issue we highlight the work of some
of most accomplished designers and give
in-depth interviews with Cleve West and

Luciano Giubbilei. So who will win the much coveted title
Best in Show? With so many excellent contenders this year,

I suspect it'll be a close call. As fabulous as the show gardens
are, for me the heart of the show is the Great Pavilion, The
nurseries’ displays are breathtaking and there are always
exciting new plants and forgotten favourites to look out for.
On page 44, my colleague Sorrel Everton offers her insights
into the best nurseries to head for. Il be sending Tweets from
the show, so if vou want to find out all the latest news, then
sign up to Gdnslllustrated at twitter.com. In addition to our
Chelsea coverage, we feature four incredibly beautiful gardens,
including Melplash Court in Dorset, with cleverly planted
herbaceous borders, and a small woodland garden in North
London designed by Jinny Blom. I'm thrilled that Jinny has
also created three fabulous planting schemes for pots
exclusively for GARDENS ILLUSTRATED. Turn to page 60

to find out more. | hope you enjoy the issue.
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furnituere i msoe e relaned

he entrance o the Prirmmose Hill Gamily hoane of Charles smd
Seema Perer b a surprise. Indcad of the dipped formality o
mcighbouring front gandens, bere is a wooden gate s 16 &
high brick wall, which opens on to 4 flight of steps. At the top you
emenge on o 4 stone path and instanthy are transported 1o a
woisiband edge, a place of trees and grassy glades, of unkempt box,
hazel Bushes and tussocks of the grass Anemarnhols lessomiar,
Dancirg fower heads of airy plunts such as Liveria piorprunog
‘Canon Went, Cephaliria dipssooides and Persiaria ammplexicais
Tauwrus (= "Alotau) make you think of meadows. In the distande,
bevond a grassy circle ringed with sibver birch, is the rod-hrick
facade and porticoed emtrance of the [9th-century cotiage that
i hismie 1o Charkes and Seerma and their three young children.
The path turns sharphy kedt 1onvands the osise, its angulanty
sofiened by cushioning mounds of the dover Trifofrurg nepres Willkars,
but shead bwn other routes lute o farther dewmn the parden. A& bark
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erack climbs up through an archaway of multi-shem binch and along
the pertmicter wall to form a secret passageway whiene [oseTTary
bisshes mingle with the grasses Modint coerulea subsp, aoerden
"Eulath D’ sl Divsctutsippetn cespifoss "Golelachleler. Below it ma
sevonsd ghisde, enclosed by more birches and a swishing understorey of
Erasses and perenniale I is here that you see clearly, for the bird time,
the glass and metal conterporary lving space, linked bo the main
hovse by a ghiss halhway, that juts angulsrly inbo the oniginal garden
When designer Finmy Blom first s the awhovand triangular plol
it was a wasteland of compacted soil that sloped up o the main
perimeter wall where thnee mature sycaman, an oak and a
metancloly looking hawthorm provided the only screening from the
homises apposite, The glass extenson needed an outlook that would
be private bt not rob the interior of Eight, and be mobust enough 1o
cope with games of chase and ball. The budiget was tight and the
dlients hoped 10 hold thetr wedding in the garden in six months’ time.
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1 thought, there ane two ways of screening such a hisge glass
oo get curtains or make a wood.” She proposad the Litter, At the
end of the ganden, along the perimeter wadl, she ntroduced an avenns
o Mol prevdoacaci = "a fantastic urban tree, very kight and very
scubpiural which soreens without hogging the light” = and, a1 each
cormer, a Aol granslifions 1o lend glamour and scent. Closer to
the house she wsed Betula perslis and in the narnowest cormer, whene
the extensaon s closest 1o the rosd, a bank of tree ferns and myrles

Oine of Jinay's inspirations for the garden was her greal unce's garden
im Shinopshire, whene she remerulers Pining throusgh the wionds on
soft, pine-noedle paths. "1 wanted o make subsidiary paths through
the garden, like animal tracks, especially for the children, plenty of
mooks and cranmies so that everyone can be socominiodaed. The

[P Ty eherent allows therm 1o sit in the howse and have this lovely
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wiew or o oul for a colfee and sit in the grove or on the terrace
unsder the golden Endian bean tree | Crtilpa Ingnonioides Aurea |-

The ten-vear-old Catalpa, which forms a natural parasol for
oirldoar meals, was the bigees extravagance [in Seermea is thrilled
with the chodce, “1 just love this tree so pach for its big flat leaves,
thie shude Bt casts over the courtvard and the '-11.1|.1-c- it makes,
reflecied through the glass”

O ol the cleverest effects of inmy's design is o give a real
feeling of dopth from inside the living space. This is achieved by
combining the strong verticals of the singhe-stem birches with
the transparency of the key layering plants such as Cephialirii
atdparciiiies, Foemoalum wlgare and Midimia "Ediah Dhadsanis,

“Ir's beautifisl on summy dove” explains Seema, “but there’s
something entirely amaring on really stormmy days when you're
sitting on the sofa and soe the movement, the wildpes,

= Jimry Blom chooses plant combinations for pots on paga &0




