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AWild Order

AMANOR GARDEN IN A COTSWOLDS VALLEY
COMBINES THE BEST OF ENGLISH AND FRENCH
DESIGN IN ALANDSCAPE WITH A SPECIAL GRACE.

LANDSCAFE DESIGHN BY JINNY BLOM PHOTOGRAPHY 8Y ALEXANDRE BARLHACHE
PRODUCED BY CARGLYN ENGLERELD 'WRITTEN BY ELIZA McCARTHY




AST-END LONDON
E CURRENT OWNER OF
MANOR DREAMED

TS VO THINGS: ABENTLEY
CAR AND A HOUSE IN THE COTSWOLDS,
THE ROLLING PASTORAL REGION IN
SOUTHWEST ENGLAND KNOWN FOR

its lsedlgerows, country lanes, storybook stone irmbouses
aned thantehed-roof collages.

He eventually aclieved ai least hall his lantsy in the
relatively unknown Morth Colswald village of Temgpde Cuiit-
ing (pronounced “guy-ting” ). The centuries-old limestone
manor ouse he bought as a weekend retreal was mentoned
i b Doy Book, o propeerty survey commissioned by
Willizm the Conqueror in 1085, anid has been inhahited
since of least the hifteenth cemury.

By 2002, the manor's furieen acres wene wild amd dotied
with the ruins of slons w:|||-. aci Lhe owrimer ||rll|||.']|'l in Bint-
ish designer Jinny Blom to create a series of uzer-friemdly
el it .'.11:. resps ilul gnrdens—a sometimes tricky
task, Since hanging oul ber shingle in 20000, Elam has [si
bocome a star for just this type of horticuliuml sleight of
hand. Her creations, frequently surrounding storied hows-
es, manage to be dramatic and often lighthearted bot also
||.|;:|'|!:. structured and timeless. Blom, a former ||1'|'I.HFII:'-|.
is sl gl =My hobly got ot of hand,” she jokes, With
II.r-I-fI:!. two hunidned progecls umider ber beli—{rom Oxfisnd-
shire farms o remole lodges in the Scottish Highlands—
she wis undmested by (he challenge,

ke walking the property—maich of which s idvllic




Cotinge staples meet o French

(¥ alt ] H-‘. “I‘:fﬂr‘!l '|| {1y RINg
ranrn: Damesk roses, white
Faxglowes and 1TEh=c, dovecols
1eEaE masey Canal bordered by
pigsched hoerbaame, Fasoms
‘Duchosse de Momoury” and
Camparnuls parsscifolia Alba’
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66| DO ABSOLUTELY BULLETPROOF PLANTING,
BUT IWANTEDTO MAKE IT {

views of the lush Windrush River valley bevond—Blom
sketched oul a network of sghteen walled plots on thres
hillside levels, ] wanied o make it theatrical ™ she savs.
A major first undertaking was the restoration and addi-
tian of limestone walls—the bones of the |:||..||:'|=, which
originally surrounded the medieval manor's pastures and
viegetahle beds 1o protect Bocks and food. [t took o crew
frve years to rebiibd them, carelully employing atraditional
drvslone method thit uzes no mortar—opml = the rm
warkd equivalent of houle coutore. (The comgleied projec
camed a Finnacle Award that was handed out by noted
rural-phile Prince Charles.|

A focus on shape and form also dictated Blom's choice of
plants, At irsi glance they seemaquintessentially English—
thére ae |l.l|||.'.. mixed borders and many collagey flowers,
such ms peanies, ins and foxgloves. But they are hemmed

b grometre greenery that feels distincily Fremch in

heatrical?

imspriration: simple yew hedges, lines of trees, and elipged
nnil unelipped boxwonds and topinries that Blom brough
in full-sized, Yei despiie (hese formal elemenis, Temple
Guiting requires only two pari-time gardeners o keep it
|Jrr-.-|'r|!:|.|||-|'. “I ido alssolislely |||ll|.u't|:|n|||f ;|E||||I|||_|.:.." Baye
Elom, knowing as sl miest tlsat, oo olven, designerns leave
il'lll"\l.|n'l'lrl'||'r|| owners with hemitifol had .—!-:Ir.-m--i!. high-
malienanee crealions,

Walking through the grounds, a few dramatic high-
lights lend to staomd oul. Theres the narros, hundred-fool
canal i the meain garden, lined with a “hedge on stilis,”
musde of plesched hombeam trees, Or the Grnary Walk,
which follows the ald rosd of the estate and locks @
onbe standds of anctent beech dotting the souninvside, In
thizs newly revitalized space, it doesn't seem silly 1o imog-
imee, s Blom does, that it all might stay intsct for the “nex
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