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A boat landing at the Scollish edfale Corrour.
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Jinny Blom

14 gardening-crazed mathon that loves to talk, resd, and gather
about the national hobby, the British landscape architect Jinny Blom
has no blog and no television show, She is famowsly tight-lipped about
whao her cllents are, and stays n close fouch with her designe: in ler
London office, Elom emplovs a staff of just five, counting the person
who answers the phone. Mobody who knows Blom's work, however,
wold call it reticent, She's prolific, with two dozen projects going at
once (including, currently, a private garden in the States), and wildly
variable ghe maoves from peotraditional schemes, with walled gardens
and giant topiary, to installations that are nervily contemporars. A
lastyear’s “Jardins, Jardin,”™ Paris's hip orban-garden exhibition, she
combined the forbidding masses of glant stone seedpods with romantic
grasses amd dark purple salviss. Blom has the sweeping vision, and the
management skills, to transform entire landscapes, delivering large-
scale drama while getting the details precisely right.

The gardening public might be surprised, then, to find that Blom is
rather fun to be around. Wity with o brosd. casy smibe. ghe ks a sharply
intelligent woman who quotes Balzac while remaining comfortahly
down-to-garth, Belore starting work on a project, she diligently banes
tip on the site's history, and onee the planting ks under way, happily
picks up aspade and digs in nlongabile her crew, Andrew Wilson, chiel
nsaexsor ol the Royal Horticultural Seciety’s Chelsea Flower Show,
calls her “a refreshingly different kettle of figh.”

It ks this human sympathy, as much as her indomitable talent, that
hais mode Blom one of o hundfol of woemin st th bop of ber profession.
=1 like pecple,” she says. * 1 want Usem to feel ke theirgarden belongs
s them. [ got a great deal of pleasure from giving them that.”

Mo obstacke to that pleasire is too bl Corrour, o 57.000-acre estate
inthe Scottish Highlands, is o landscape of hills, moorkand and koch g0
harshand the possibility of sitting outside so oceasional twhaon it stops
ruining in summer, the midges will cat you), there was litthe point in
planting a traditional garden, And unless Corrour'’s owner, packaging
hedress Lishet Hausing, Hkes moss and rough grasses, anything Blom
planted swould have been eaten by mirauding deer. Blom's first step
was o erect L miles of deer-proof metal-mesh fence, Within that vast
perimoter, she establighod what she calls an “antiganden”—npnenhoance-
mend of the stark nobural environment, rather than ormaments designed
to distract from . Thousands of trees and a woodland of natives—
rownn, birch, alder, and Scots pine—now grow up to te modern lodge
designed by Moshe Saldie, A mix of wildflowers, studded with panther
Filkes and glant Himalsyan cowslip, not only reflect the estale'’s Victo-
rian legacy but thrive in the Highlands dompness.

Bloan's skill as a plantswoman shines, too, in urban situations, where
she can let her halr dovn, *You can't plant exotics, such as phorminms,
in the countryside. They jiest jar,” she save “But in o town, where there
are no points of relferonce, you can get oway with all soris™

Blom’s French mother was raised in Madagmscar. Her late Gt ber was
an inventor and sgriculiural engineer, On bath sides she is descended

AL N DAL v or grorrebeinimg evlitor of The Suneday Times in L,

e airtlsts, sclentists, and wiilers, which perhaps explains her ease
inworking in a multiplicity of moedes. Her deslgn philosophy, how-
ower, derives dinectly from her formal education. Blom studbsd drama
andl theater design, then tralned as a psyehotherapist before joining
desigier Dan Pearson’s firm in 1900, when she was in her mid-20s.
Blom never shies away from showdinga homon imprint, She's am avid
badlder of permanent structures: flowering plants may come and go,
but the bones of ber gardens—walls, hedges, well-propartioned spaces
and vistas—musl ook good, whatever e season. * [ ke to build sone-
thing that Iooks as good falling down ms when it went up,” shie says.
In 2007, she won a gobd medal at the Chelsea Flower Show, the top
prize of the world's top garden show, She is as proad of the dry-stone
wiills she commissioned ol Temple Guiting, a privately owned 15th-
century manor in Glmcestershie, that won her a Pinnachke Award in
2006, Her prizewinoing walls divide the 14-acre gite into 18 “rooms.”
each with a distinet style and a story Lo tell, Biem, whoe grew upin
Gloucestershire, likely took inspiration from Hidoode, a nearby estate
that is ame of England’s most spectacular examples of this approach.
(Vitn Sackville-West's Slssinghurst |s the other). She understands, ot
afy rate, the power of a formal structure to outlast the tastes of the

I LIKE PEOPLE. 1 WANT

THEMTO FEEL LIKE
their garden helmlﬁs to them.
[ get a great deal of pleasure
from giving them that

et *Human lHves ane o Aeeting.” she savs, “A ganden should have
o longer lifie,”

Chnaruiral bl bog sout hwest of London, Hlom recently made another
serics of garden roome, this time for Lady Getty, widow of Sir Paul,
(The Internet is less discreet than Blom about naming her clienta)
Bilovem filled the raw space with a 45-meter clood-pruned buxus hedge,
an averue of box-headed limes; and added yew topinry for an instant
sense of history:. Everything in the garden takes its place in thi built
environment. *There are minimal amounts [of Mowering plants]
that work very hard,” Blom points out, “such as chalk-tolerant, long-
fowering roscs and a huge Magnotia gramd{ford against the barm,”

The pitce de résistance s o curved bastion, which juts out from the
hillside to reveal the beautiful valley bevond. “It's a real showstopper.
People gasp when the final door |5 opened,” she says proudly, |

Most gardeners won't ever deal in the grand seale of Blom's projects, |
but Blom says her approach translates to any garden, bowever small.
“Take risks. Ifsomeone tells you something is impossible, see if you can -
ol Gardening ks a knife edge between disaster and serendipity."® -
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Meadow with a Method

I e hodpe ot Cormier, wilh & L1¢] | ehapu
o wl rdl FARET WG
| & g hasst oin Lhe tpriel i Bod g Lhal
burned down im the 1940w Blémi worked bo
rirndv renls eubalibtaded g fhe girey
(AT i, industrialst anid plent collecbor s
i Stkrlimg Maxwell el Tal!
| (FLY i i ¥
amm ol romnn, Breh, anid 2cobs pene gr
| ar Ehe chagen| s corner Lo the Pt
i {5 trees Blom planted 1o coemg
rmsenf A el s T W he Bir i
“omle Salkd li wng fimbabsed 1 Friras
sErns int L LRI TH | 1ls w11
ligrn thae il 518 gl e ot [
| e Impressl buryitme o @ ami
{1 ¥ Bid i W T



